

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING
City Council Chambers

 FOR

March 3, 2022
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Taylor Sisk 
City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown, Iris Akridge, Michael Parks, Bel Outwater, Michelle Walker, Kellie Littlefield 
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Alex Mitchem gave the invocation.
Alex Mitchem led the pledge to the flag.




Item:  Public Hearing – Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit      

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for the Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit.          

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to open the Public Hearing for the Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit.          

Seconded:  
By Council Member Sisk. 

Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.  Each side will have 10 minutes for presentations.
Kellie Littlefield presented.  

Don Harkleroad with Harkleroad & Associates, at 608 Tree Lane, Snellville, Ga  30078.  We are doing the engineering permitting for this project.  As Kellie said, we are developing the commercial tracts previously developed by Rocklyn Homes as recorded in plat book 65, page 122 and 123.  Our development consists of a 7800 sq. ft. building.  It will be comprised of a 3900 sq. ft. C-Store and two retail spaces.  The C-Store will also offer fuel sales.  These will be situated underneath a canopy covering eight islands with sixteen fueling stations.  It is my understanding that they will be branded BP.   We have been very diligent in preparing our engineering plans.  The plans have been submitted and reviewed by staff.  Staff has recommendations which we can agree to.  We have discussed these with our client and have implemented them into our plans.  We have submitted these back for final review and are ready to get started.  We appreciate the opportunity to present our application and we look forward to your approval.     

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of the approval of the special use permit for the development of a convenience store with fuel sales in conjunction with the Planned Suburban Village Zoning of the Townes of Auburn.               

None were given.

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in opposition to the Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit.             

None were given.
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing for the Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit.          

Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to close the Public Hearing for the Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit.            

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Council Reports and Announcements

Mayor Blechinger announced that there would be food and refreshments after the meeting to honor our Council Member Jay Riemenschneider who is moving down to south Georgia with his sweet family.  Just wanted to take time to say “Thank You” to both Jay and Terri for their years of service, for loving the city, for loving the citizens and for serving us all so well.  Everyone is invited to stay.   
Mayor Blechinger announced that the City applied for and has been awarded $3,041,680 from the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget through the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds.  The Mayor stated that the $3 million will be an incredible help for us towards our reservoir project.  The Mayor said that it took a lot of hard work for this to come to pass.  The Mayor thanked staff (Alex Mitchem, Christy Case, Iris Akridge), Jim Aton/Hayes James, and Noah/N.E. Georgia Regional Commission.  The Mayor stated that State Representative, Terry England,  announced that he will not be running for office again. It is very sad news; he has served for eighteen years and has done a really exceptional job.  He has been wonderful for us and for the City.  He was one of those that signed on to this and really helped push it through for Auburn to get that $3 million.  So, we are very thankful for that.    
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given.
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion.
None were given.
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda: 
       a.  February 3, 2022 – Council Business Meeting Minutes
       b.  February 17, 2022 – Council Workshop Meeting Minutes

       c.  DDA/Main Street Board Appointment – Tina Nix and Massa Williams
       d.  Package Store Application/Review Committee

Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve the Consent Agenda. 
Seconded:
By Council Member Vogel.         
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.   

Item:  Harkleroad & Associates Special Use Permit      

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve or deny the Special Use Permit for the development of a convenience store with fuel sales in conjunction with the Planned Suburban Village Zoning of Townes of Auburn.           

Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to approve the Special Use Permit for the development of a convenience store with fuel sales in conjunction with the Planned Suburban Village Zoning of Townes of Auburn.           

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley. 

Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with Council Member Vogel and Council Member Langley voting yes, Council Member Sisk voting no.  

Item:  Auburn Station Townhomes West Final Plat – Phase 1 – D       

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Final Plat for Auburn Station Townhomes West, Phase 1 – D.           

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to approve the Final Plat for Auburn Station Townhomes West, Phase 1 – D.           

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel. 

Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.
Tara Clark with Cookie Crumbs, new Whistlestop Shop Business Owner – Tenant #6, announced that
she is having a Grand Opening on Saturday from 11:00AM to 5:00PM and invited everyone.
Mayor Blechinger swore in Tina Nix to serve on the Downtown Development Authority Board and Main Street Board under Council Member Sisk for the term 2022-2026.

Mayor Blechinger swore in Massa Williams to serve on the Downtown Development Authority Board and Main Street Board under Mayor Blechinger for the term 2022-2026.
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Langley to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Sisk. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of April 2022 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Linda M. Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda M. Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Taylor Sisk
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